St. Therese Catholic Church
701 S. Charles G. Seivers Blvd. ♦ Clinton, TN ♦ (865) 457-4073
♦ office@saintthereseclinton.org

December 27, 2020 † The Holy Family of Jesus,Mary and Joseph
Bishop of Knoxville:
Most Rev. Bishop Richard Stika
Pastor: Fr. Richard Armstrong
Office: 865-457-4073
Cell: 865-621-8499
E-mail:
rarmstrong@dioknox.org
Deacon: Dan Hosford 865-603-9682
(djh2@comcast.net)
Secretary: Maureen Romanoski
Bookkeeper: Christiana Seay
Music Director: Mary Tuskan
Church Office: 865-457-4073
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
(Monday-Thursday)
E-mail: office@saintthereseclinton.org
Website: www.saintthereseclinton.org
Twitter: SThereseClinton
Facebook: St Therese Catholic Church
Deadline for bulletin submissions:
Wednesday afternoons by 1:30 p.m.
Parish Pastoral Council:
Anthony Papa, Chairman
Jean Chiaro, Secretary
Dena Helus
Christopher Hart
Jean Meersman
Tracy Smith
Fr. Richard Armstrong (ex-officio)
Finance Board:
Don McCarthy, Chair
Dave McCune
Monica Spurlock
Fr. Richard Armstrong (ex-officio)

Click here for live stream of Christmas Day Mass
at 11:00 am

St. Therese Weekly Mass Schedule:
Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm
Sunday 11:00 am (live-stream each Sunday)
Click here for live stream of Mass on Sun.
Dec. 27 at St. Joseph at 9:00 am

SACRAMENTS

Committee Chairpersons:
Hospitality: Maria Gee
Parish/Family Life: Dena Helus, Angie
Yonce
Parish Plant: Dave McCune
RCIA: Dave McCune 865-457-5015
Religious Ed: Fr. Richard Armstrong, Deacon Dan Hosford
Social Action: Connie Mikeal
Spiritual Life/Liturgy: Need volunteer
Security: Anthony Papa

Baptism: By appointment. Please call the
church office at least
4 weeks prior to desired baptism date.

Reconciliation:
Saturdays from
4:15-4:45 p.m.

Matrimony: A six-month
preparation period in the
Knoxville Diocese

Mission Statement
St. Therese Parish, joined together by the love of Christ,
desiring to further the understanding of prayer and religious commitment, pledge ourselves to continue and improve our mission to
Jesus, which is loving and serving the Lord and our neighbor.

St. Therese Catholic Church warmly welcomes you with joyful hearts to our church.

Help keep our family of faith strong!

Celebrate the gift of faith with us, whether
newly arrived or longtime registered parishioners. If you are not registered and

would like to belong to this happy family
of worshippers, please fill out a registration form and bring to the office, or call
us at 865-457-4073.
Wishing you a MERRY CHRISTMAS from
Chris & Maureen at the office! We will be closed
on Dec 24 & 25 and Dec 28. We will reopen on
Tuesday, Dec. 29.

Friday, January 1-Holy Day of Obligation

The Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
Mass schedule
St. Joseph 9:00 am
St. Therese 11:00 am

We are profoundly grateful for the continued
financial support of our parish during this
pandemic! End of year donations, including
online through GivePlus must be postmarked
by December 31, 2020, to be included in your
2020 Saint Therese Parish donor substantiation letter.
Thank you for all your support, all year
round!

WE THANK EVERYONE WHO GIVES SO GENEROUSLY
Offertory
Collection
Week of
12/20/2020

Offertory
Collection Last
Year
12/22/2019

Offertory
Collection for
Nov 2020

Offertory
Collection for
Nov 2019

Monthly Budget
Fiscal Year
2019-2020

$13,364.00

$18,4951.00

$12,285.00

$11,195.00

$14,508.00

BUILDING FUND/LOAN Week of 12/20/2020 : $400.00
Loan
Loan
Nov 2020
Payment
+/- Month
Oct 2019
Oct 2020
$1,030.00

$1,707.00

$ (677.00)

$81,111.22

$96,926.36

Please remember Bishop Stika,
Fr. Richard, Deacon Dan and all of our
parishioners in your prayers during
this pandemic.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER:
Kayla Collins, Ralph Collins, Ellen Saganich, Evelyn Collopy, Lydia Hatmaker,
Ida Armstrong, Raymond Converse,
Alyssa Stimmler, Carol Stanley, Will
Bertrand, Sommers family, Jun Guillermo, Kurt Owens, Trey Moles, Russell
Haese, Laura Lauer, Laura Somers, Alisa
Henjy, Lynn Bray, John Thais, Nicholas
Oftring (nephew of Henry Bentz), Emiko
Strones, Ruth Zenner, Raymond Montoro,
Lisa Gitner, Scott & Mary Golden, Barb
Bieleski, Bob & Laura Lauer’s greatgranddaughter, Lyric, Jennifer Korrell,
Bill Stephens, Yosi Baldwin, Penny
Hosford, Jeanne Swank, Brenda Adkins,
Kathy Baker, the Sanmiguel family

*With so many having friends and

family members getting diagnosed
with COVID, please feel free to call
the office and have your loved one
added to the prayer list.

DEATH IN THE FAMILY:

If you would like St. Therese to share in
your grief in the event of a family member’s death, please officially notify Father
or the parish office. A Mass will be offered for the deceased at a date convenient to the family.
REMEMBER OUR MILITARY:
Matthew Carroll, Brandon Parker, and Lee
Welty who are on military assignment

Announcements and Information
NO MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Enjoy your Christmas!

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK:
Sat., Dec 26: † Ted Spurlock
by Parish Pastoral Council members
Sun., Dec 27: Bert & Thelma Paynter
by George & Jenny Paynter
Wed., Dec 30: † Betty Howard
by George & Jenny Paynter
Fri., Jan 1: Parishioners of St. Therese
Sat., Jan 2: † Ted Spurlock
by Stan & Barb Bieleski

Sun., Jan 3: † Mary Ellen Liker
by Sue Haese

MINISTRIES SCHEDULE
For Holy Day Masses and
next weekend: Jan 2 & 3

MUCH APPRECIATION AND GRATITUDE to all of our
beloved volunteers who have selflessly given of their time
and talents this year, a year of uncertainty and pandemic. You have reached out and been there to serve as
committee chairman & members, leaders of CCW, lectors, ushers, security, sanitizers, maintenance of our
buildings, liturgical decorating, gardeners and lawn
maintenance — all to keep our church running smoothly
throughout this challenging year and we are all so very
grateful. ...and most especially to Fr. Richard and Deacon
Dan who have served our parish well, thank you from the
parish for your care and dedication. As we near the end
of a year like no other, may we all continue to find encouragement and strength in each other through our
faith.
FOOD CITY GIFT CARDS Make great Christmas gifts/donations! St. Therese earns 5%
for each gift card purchased and you can stop
by the office during office hours to purchase
in $25, $50 and $100 cards. Thank you for
your support!

Lectors
Holy Day, Jan 1 (11:00 am) Tracy Smith
Saturday Jan 2: Monica Spurlock
Sunday Jan 3: George & Jenny Paynter

Ushers
Holy Day, Jan 1 (11:00 am)
Saturday Jan 2: Don McCarthy
Sunday Jan 3:

TBD

Sanitization
Holy Day, Jan 1 (11:00 am) TBD
Saturday Jan 2: TBD
Sunday Jan 3: TBD

November 18, 2021 - November 20, 2021
In a distinctly Catholic setting, the National Catholic Youth
Conference (NCYC) invites participants to encounter Christ, experience Church, and be empowered for discipleship. Planning
has begun. More information to come.
Contact: Brittany Garcia bgarcia@dioknox.org (865) 776-9635

Final reminder: School raffle tickets
on sale through Dec. 29

The diocesan Office of Catholic Schools extends their thanks
and gratitude for all of the contributions to the second collection for Catholic schools that took place on two different
weekends in November. The 10 Catholic schools of the Diocese of Knoxville appreciate the support of parishioners and
all who contributed. As a final reminder, tickets for the 2020
Catholic Schools Raffle can be purchased online until Tuesday, Dec. 29. The drawing will be on Jan. 11, 2021.

USCCB offers guidance on COVID vaccine ethics
With the distribution of COVID-19 vaccines now underway, the USCCB has issued a detailed memorandum addressing ethical concerns related to three of them. This news release summarizes the
memorandum. Notwithstanding the concerns, and in no way minimizing them, the diocesan Office of
Justice and Peace recognize three points that bear emphasizing: 1) Being vaccinated is an act of
charity toward one's neighbor. 2) The situation is unclear in terms of what vaccines are going to be
available where, and it seems reasonable to expect that there will be little or no consumer choice in
the near future (footnote #12). 3) If one were to refuse vaccination, one would have a moral responsibility to undertake all of the precautions necessary to ensure that one does not become a carrier of
the disease to others, precautions which may include some form of self-isolation (footnote #13).
Read entire USCCB memorandum here.

December 27, 2020 † The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Reading 1

SIR 3:2-6, 12-14

God sets a father in honor over his children;
a mother’s authority he confirms over her sons.
Whoever honors his father atones for sins,
and preserves himself from them.
When he prays, he is heard;
he stores up riches who reveres his mother.
Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children,
and, when he prays, is heard.
Whoever reveres his father will live a long life;
he who obeys his father brings comfort to his mother.
My son, take care of your father when he is old;
grieve him not as long as he lives.
Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him;
revile him not all the days of his life;
kindness to a father will not be forgotten,
firmly planted against the debt of your sins
—a house raised in justice to you.

Gospel

Reading 2

COL 3:12-21

Brothers and sisters:
Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and
patience,
bearing with one another and forgiving one another,
if one has a grievance against another;
as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do.
And over all these put on love,
that is, the bond of perfection.
And let the peace of Christ control your hearts,
the peace into which you were also called in one body.
And be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another,
singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs
with gratitude in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do, in word or in deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Wives, be subordinate to your husbands,
as is proper in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives,
and avoid any bitterness toward them.
Children, obey your parents in everything,
for this is pleasing to the Lord.
Fathers, do not provoke your children,
so they may not become discouraged.

LK 2:22-40

When the days were completed for their purification
according to the law of Moses,
They took him up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord,
just as it is written in the law of the Lord,
Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated
to the Lord,
and to offer the sacrifice of
a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons,
in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord.
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon.
This man was righteous and devout,
awaiting the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he should not see death
before he had seen the Christ of the Lord.
He came in the Spirit into the temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus
to perform the custom of the law in regard to him,
He took him into his arms and blessed God, saying:
“Now, Master, you may let your servant go
in peace, according to your word,
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you prepared in sight of all the peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and glory for your people Israel.”

The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was
said about him;
and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is destined
for the fall and rise of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be contradicted
—and you yourself a sword will pierce—
so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”
There was also a prophetess, Anna,
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was advanced in years,
having lived seven years with her husband after her
marriage,
and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.
She never left the temple,
but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer.
And coming forward at that very time,
she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child
to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions
of the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee,
to their own town of Nazareth.
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;
and the favor of God was upon him.

December 24, 2020 † VIGIL MASS The Nativity of the Lord

Reading 1

Reading 2

Is 62:1-5

For Zion’s sake I will not be silent,
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet,
until her vindication shines forth like the
dawn
and her victory like a burning torch.
Nations shall behold your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
you shall be called by a new name
pronounced by the mouth of the LORD.
You shall be a glorious crown in the hand
of the LORD,
a royal diadem held by your God.
No more shall people call you “Forsaken,”
or your land “Desolate,”
but you shall be called “My Delight,”
and your land “Espoused.”
For the LORD delights in you
and makes your land his spouse.
As a young man marries a virgin,
your Builder shall marry you;
and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride
so shall your God rejoice in you.

Gospel

Acts 13:16-17, 22-25

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia and entered the synagogue,
he stood up, motioned with his hand, and said,
“Fellow Israelites and you others who are Godfearing, listen.
The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors
and exalted the people during their sojourn in the
land of Egypt.
With uplifted arm he led them out of it.
Then he removed Saul and raised up David as king;
of him he testified,
‘I have found David, son of Jesse, a man after my
own heart;
he will carry out my every wish.’
From this man’s descendants God, according to his
promise,
has brought to Israel a savior, Jesus.
John heralded his coming by proclaiming a baptism of repentance
to all the people of Israel;
and as John was completing his course, he would
say,
‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he.
Behold, one is coming after me;
I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals of his
feet.’”

Mt 1:18-25

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came
about.
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
but before they lived together,
she was found with child through the Holy
Spirit.
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous
man,
yet unwilling to expose her to shame,
decided to divorce her quietly.
Such was his intention when, behold,
the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said,

Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your
home.
For it is through the Holy Spirit
that this child has been conceived in her.
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill
what the Lord had said through the prophet:
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.”
When Joseph awoke,
he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded
him
and took his wife into his home.
He had no relations with her until she bore a
son,
and he named him Jesus.

December 25, 2020 † The Nativity of the Lord
Reading 1

Reading 2

Is 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings glad tidings,
announcing peace, bearing good news,
announcing salvation, and saying to Zion,
“Your God is King!”
Hark! Your sentinels raise a cry,
together they shout for joy,
for they see directly, before their eyes,
the LORD restoring Zion.
Break out together in song,
O ruins of Jerusalem!
For the LORD comforts his people,
he redeems Jerusalem.
The LORD has bared his holy arm
in the sight of all the nations;
all the ends of the earth will behold
the salvation of our God.

Gospel

For to which of the angels did God ever say:
You are my son; this day I have begotten you?
Or again:
I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to
me?
And again, when he leads the firstborn into the
world, he says:
Let all the angels of God worship him.

Jn 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God.
All things came to be through him,
and without him nothing came to be.
What came to be through him was life,
and this life was the light of the human race;
the light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.
A man named John was sent from God.
He came for testimony, to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him.
He was not the light,
but came to testify to the light.
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming
into the world. He was in the world,

and the world came to be through him,
but the world did not know him.

Brothers and sisters:
In times past, God spoke in partial and various
ways
to our ancestors through the prophets;
in these last days, he has spoken to us through
the Son,
whom he made heir of all things
and through whom he created the universe,
who is the refulgence of his glory,
the very imprint of his being,
and who sustains all things by his mighty word.
When he had accomplished purification from
sins,
he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty
on high,
as far superior to the angels
as the name he has inherited is more excellent
than theirs.

But to those who did accept him
he gave power to become children of God,
to those who believe in his name,
who were born not by natural generation
nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision
but of God.
And the Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us,
and we saw his glory,
the glory as of the Father’s only Son,
full of grace and truth.
John testified to him and cried out, saying,
“This was he of whom I said,
‘The one who is coming after me ranks ahead of me
because he existed before me.’”
From his fullness we have all received,
grace in place of grace,
because while the law was given through Moses,
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God.
The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s side,
has revealed him.

Prayers
Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive
you in my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself
wholly to you.
Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

Act of Contrition
O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee,
and I detest all my sins because of thy just punishments,
but most of all because they offend Thee, my God,
who art all good and deserving of all my love.
I firmly resolve with the help of Thy grace to sin no more
and to avoid the near occasion of sin.
Amen.

Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.
Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou,
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God,
thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits,
who prowl about he world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Prayer in time of Pandemic:
Lord Jesus, we humbly pray that you help us in these times of pandemic illness and uncertainty.
We need your love and mercy while we do our best to remain in faithful to your word. Please shield
us from sickness and suffering and save the world from catastrophic losses.
We kindly ask that you grant our families, friends, and neighbors the strength and courage to fight
the good fight with prayer to win this battle.
In Christ Jesus name we pray. Amen.

