
I’d like to share a few 

thoughts on this weekend’s gos-

pel and how it is relevant for 

today. 

The gospel this Sunday is 

the story of Lazarus (JN 11: 1-

45). Lazarus 

and his sisters, 

Martha and 

Mary, were 

good friends of 

Jesus. (Yes, Je-

sus had close 

friends who weren’t Apostles). 

Word was sent to Jesus that 

Lazarus was ill. The gospel then 

points out, “Now Jesus loved 

Martha and her sister and Laza-

rus. So when he heard that he 

was ill, he remained for two 

days in the place where he 

was.” 

That seems strange, doesn’t 

it? Why would Jesus, God in-

carnate, remain where he was 

for two more days while Laza-

rus was sick? Why wouldn’t 

Jesus immediately go to Betha-

ny and heal his friend? If you 

had the power to heal your 

friend, wouldn’t you do it? 

Wouldn’t that be the loving 

thing to do? 

How about today — why 

does God not stop the current 

COVID-19 pandemic? Would-

n’t that, also, be the loving 

thing to do? 

That’s the catch: Love does 

not always do what we expect 

or want. God does not always 

work in the way we expect or 

want. Jesus even tells the Apos-

tles, “Lazarus has died. And I 

am glad for you that I was not 

there.” 

The message is clear: Jesus 

loved Mary, Martha, and Laza-

rus; therefore, he let Lazarus 

die. 

God loves us with perfect 

love, too. Therefore, he allows 

us to experience disappoint-

ment. God loves us, so he al-

lows us to undergo trials and 

hardships. God loves us, so he 

allows friends and family to die. 

God loves us, so he allows us to 

die. 

That doesn’t make any 

sense in the way we think. 

God’s goal is not to do things 

that make sense to us, but to 

bring us to greater faith. That is 

the meaning of Lazarus’ resur-

rection. God, in his infinite wis-

dom, sometimes delays to act, 

or refuses to do what we want 

him to do.  

For most of us, there is 

nothing more important than 

life.  For God, death is a pas-

sage, not the end. There is 

something more precious than 

life, and that is to do the will of 

God. There is a power greater 

than death, and that power is in 

Jesus Christ. Faith in Jesus 

Christ is victory over death. 

Death does not have the final 

word. 

Mary, Martha, and the town 

of Bethany saw the power of 

God in the resurrection of Laza-

rus. In our own pain and suffer-

ing, God is near to us. In the 

isolation of our homes right 

now, God is with us. No pain, 

no disease, no tragedy, no crisis 

can separate us from the love of 

God. 

Now is the time to increase 

our faith in God. Now is the 

time to cast away fear and trust 

the one who cried, “Lazarus, 

come out!” and raised a man 

from the dead.   

  

Understanding God’s perfect love 

Love does not  

always do what we 

expect or want.  

God does not  

always work in the 

way we expect or 

want.  


