St. Therese
Catholic Church
701 S. Charles G. Seivers Blvd.
Clinton, TN 37716

Bishop of Knoxville:
Most Rev. Bishop Richard Stika
Pastor:
Fr. Richard Armstrong
Office: 865-457-4073
Cell: 865-621-8499

E-mail:
rarmstrong@dioknox.org
Secretary: Maureen Romanoski
Bookkeeper: Christiana Seay
Church Office: 865-457-4073
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
(M-Thur.)
E-mail: office@saintthereseclinton.org
Website: www.saintthereseclinton.org
Twitter: SThereseClinton
Facebook: St Therese Catholic Church
Deadline for bulletin submissions:
Wednesday afternoons by 1:30 p.m.
St. Therese Weekly Mass Schedule:
Saturday: Confessions 4:15-4:45 p.m.
Mass 5 p.m.
Sunday: 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday/Thursday: 9:00 a.m. at St. Joseph, Norris
Wednesday—Friday: 8:30 a.m. at St.
Therese, Clinton
Parish Pastoral Council:
John Meersman, Chair
Anthony Papa, Vice Chair
Maureen McMyler, Secretary
Tina Powers
Christopher Hart
Jean Chiaro
Fr. Richard Armstrong (ex-officio)
Finance Board:
Don McCarthy, Chair
Dave McCune
Monica Spurlock
Fr. Richard Armstong (ex-officio)
Committee Chairpersons:
Communications: Olivia Kuhens
Hospitality: Fran Pisano, Maria Gee
Music Director: Mary Tuskan 865-254-8346
Parish/Family Life: Jennifer Brown,
Deidra Hall
Parish Plant: Dave McCune
RCIA: Dave McCune 865-457-5015
Religious Ed: Cathy Hundley
Social Action: Connie Mikeal
Spiritual Life/Liturgy: Chantal Milne

Mission Statement
St. Therese Parish, joined together by the love of Christ,
desiring to further the understanding of prayer and religious commitment,
pledge ourselves to continue and improve our mission to Jesus,
which is loving and serving the Lord and our neighbor.

Reflection on the Gospel
Gospel Reading Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23
This Sunday, our lectionary returns to Mark’s Gospel after a number of Sundays in which we
heard the Bread of Life discourse from the Gospel of John. Recall that we focus on the Gospel of
Mark in Lectionary Cycle B, but substitute John’s report of the multiplication of the loaves and
fishes for Mark’s report of this event.
In today’s Gospel, Mark provides a significant amount of information about the Jewish observance of ritual-purity laws. Most scholars believe that Mark includes this information because
his audience includes Gentile Christians who have no knowledge or experience of these laws.
We can infer, therefore, that many in Mark’s community were not Jewish Christians.
In this Gospel, Mark addresses the question of which Jewish practices would also be observed in
the newly emerging Christian community. This was a significant question for the early Christian
Church, especially in communities that included both Jewish and Gentile converts to Christianity.
We also hear this question addressed in the letters of Paul with regard to table fellowship. In
Gospel passages such as the one today, we see the Gospel evangelists finding justification for a
Christian practice distinct from Judaism in the remembrances of Jesus’ teaching and the practice
of his first disciples.
Jesus first criticizes the Pharisees for putting human tradition above God’s Law. Here, Jesus is
referring to the tradition of the elders, the teachings of the Pharisees, which extended the ritualpurity laws of Temple worship to everyday Jewish life. Jesus criticizes the Pharisees for making
this tradition equal to and as binding as the Law of Moses.
Next, Jesus comments on the meaning behind the Pharisees’ language of holiness—clean and
unclean. Jesus teaches that a person is not defiled by the food that enters his or her body, but
rather by sin that emerges from his or her words and actions. In this teaching, Jesus unmasks a
deeper question behind the one posed to him by the Pharisees. The real issue is holiness, which
is not found in external acts alone. Holiness comes from within and is evidenced in the actions
and attitudes that emerge from a person’s life.

If we read today’s Gospel carefully, we will see a pattern in Jesus’ teaching method that will be
repeated in the weeks ahead. Jesus’ first teaching is directed to the Pharisees who questioned
him. Jesus’ words are then directed to the crowd, teaching that a person is defiled by his or her
words and actions, not by the food that he or she eats. In verses omitted in today’s reading, we
learn that Jesus returned home with his disciples, who in turn questioned him about what he had
taught. The words we read at the conclusion of today’s Gospel are addressed to Jesus’ disciples.
Mark’s narrative shows several audiences for Jesus’ teaching: his antagonists, the crowds, and
Jesus’ disciples. As we see in this reading, the words to the Pharisees are often words of challenge. The teaching to the crowds is often a general, sometimes cryptic, message. With the disciples, who often misunderstand Jesus’ words, further explanation is offered about his message
and its meaning.
Jesus’ words challenge us as well. In our desire to show that we are holy, we might also give too
much credence to externals, following rules without thinking about the intention behind them.
Jesus reminds us that we do not make ourselves holy by our actions. Rather, we become holy
when we allow God’s Spirit to transform us. Our actions should be an expression of the conversion of our heart to God and to God’s ways.

Sacraments
Baptism: By appointment. Please call the
church office at least
4 weeks prior to desired

Reconciliation:
Saturdays from
4:15-4:45 p.m.

Matrimony: A six-month
preparation period in the
Knoxville Diocese

In the Parish

St. Therese Catholic Church warmly welcomes you with joyful hearts to our church.
Celebrate the gift of faith with us, whether
newly arrived or longtime registered parishioners. If you are not registered and would
like to belong to this happy family of worshipers, please stop after Mass by the church
hall or the parish office to pick up a registraSixteenth
Sunday
in Ordinary
Time
July 22, 2018
tion form
or call us
at 865-457-4073.
August 5, 2018
Eighteenth
Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS TIME
CHANGE:

FIRST WEEKEND FELLOWSHIP:

Please note that the daily Mass times has been
changed to 8:30 a.m. at
St. Therese Parish for Masses on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.
Eucharistic Adoration will follow
Mass on Friday at 9:30 a.m.

Due to the Labor Day holiday,
there will be no First Weekend
Fellowship in October. Host
families are still needed the
remainder of the year. Please
sign up in the parish hall.

The Sunday Mass times will remain the same.

CCW POTLUCK DINNER:
CCW will be distributing invitation for the annual Pot Luck dinner on Tuesday, September 18, for
all women and young ladies of the
parish after Mass on the weekends
of September 9 and 10, and 15
and 16.

The Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults (RCIA) will start September 19 at 6:30 p.m. and continue with Wednesday evening
classes until the end of Easter. Anyone desiring to join the
RCIA sessions for this year
please contact the Parish office
or contact David or Linda
McCune (865) 457-5015.

FEASTS OF THE WEEK
Mon., Sept 3: St. Gregory the
Great
Wed., Sept. 5: St. Teresa of
Calcutta
Fri., Sept. 7: First Friday
Sat., Sept. 8: Nativity of Mary
MINISTRIES SCHEDULE
September 8 & 9
Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion:
Saturday: M. Haka
B. Hatmaker
C. Hundley
Sunday:
B. Bonham
J. Chiaro
P. Chiaro
Lectors:
Saturday: J. Meersman
J. Meersman
Sunday:
B. Lauer
T. Papa
Altar Servers:
Saturday: S. Haese
Sunday:
T. Gudino
M. Gudino
M. Lawrence
Ushers:
Saturday: D. McCarthy
C. Tucker
Sunday:
J. Pubillones
K. Stewart
Cantor:
Saturday: T. Ferguson
Sunday:
B. Job
Music:
Saturday: J. Bentz
Sunday:
J. Bentz
MASS INTENTIONS:

Offertory
Collection
Last Week
08/19/18

Offertory
Collection
Last Year
08/20/17

Offertory
Collection for
Jul 2018

Offertory
Collection for
Jun 2018

Monthly
Budget
Fiscal Year
2017-18

$2,376.00

$2,150.00

$10,345.00

$17,973.00

$15,000.00

Sat., Sept 1: + Holy Souls in
Purgatory by Doris Bucklaew &
Jennifer Korell
Sun., Sept 2: + Kenneth Hohman
by Romanoski family
Wed., Sept 5: Special Intention
by Pat Gambrell
Thu., Sept 6: + Patricia Johnson
Fri., Sept 7: +Holy Souls in Purgatory by Doris Bucklaew & Jennifer Korell
Please contact the parish office if
you would like a Mass intention in
honor of or in memory of or for a
special occasion.

WE THANK EVERYONE WHO GIVES SO GENEROUSLY

BUILDING FUND/LOAN/Last Week $312.00
31-Jul-2018

Budget

+/- Month

Loan
Jun 2018

Loan
Jun 2017

$1,435.00

$1,707.00

$ (272.00)

$117,883.66

$133,342.78

Announcements and Information

REMEMBER IN
PRAYER:

MEETINGS THIS WEEK:
6:30 p.m. Wednesday:
Challenge/Conquest Meeting
7 p.m. Thursday:
Scripture Program

ADORATION :
“[Eucharistic] adoration will
heal our Church and thus our
nation and thus our world. . .
. Adoration touches everyone
and everything . . . [because it
touches the Creator, Who
touches everything and everyone]. . . . When we adore, we
plug into infinite dynamism
and power. Adoration is more
powerful for construction than
nuclear bombs are for destruction.”
EUCHARISTIC

-Peter Kreeft, Catholic author
and philosophy professor at
Boston College
Saint Therese Catholic Church
offers adoration and benediction after the 8:30 am Mass on
Fridays. All are welcome.
Homemade BBQ
Sauce for sale:
$5 for pints.
Proceeds go to St.
Therese. Available through
parish office or after Mass in
the parish hall.

2018 WALK FOR
LIFE:
Choices
Resources
Center
invites you to join
us as we WALK
FOR LIFE on Saturday, Sept
29th, at the Oak Ridge Marina
at 9 a.m. You can also register
o n l i n e
a t
w w w . choicesre sou rce. com .
Raising just $200 in pledges
earns you a custom-designed
T-shirt!
Start signing up
sponsors with the sponsor
forms that are included in the
bulletin. Or consider supporting one of our parishioners by
signing their form in the parish hall. Contact the parish
office for more information at
865-457-4073.
SENIOR MOMENTS:
Senior Moments will be Breakfast at Shoney’s on Thursday,
Sept. 6 at 10:00 a.m.

UPCOMING
EVENTS:
Sept. 18: CCW Pot Luck Dinner
Sept. 23: Catechetical Sunday
Oct. 5&6: CCW Rummage Sale

Kathy Baker, Ralph
Collins, Helen Davis, George Elliott,
Barbara Gregory, Russell
Haese, Lydia Hatmaker, Cathy
Long, Vicky McCarthy, Ellen
Saganich, Carol Stanley, Alyssa Stimmler, Patrice Thompson, Evelyn Collopy, Edna
LaMotte, Joelle Duncan, Ron &
Flo Schramm, John Thais, Jason Lawrence, Faye Turner,
Emily Armstrong, Bill Bushman
DEATH IN THE FAMILY:
If you would like St. Therese to
share in your grief in the event
of a family member’s death,
please officially notify Father or
the parish office. A Mass will be
offered for the deceased at a
date convenient to the family.
REMEMBER OUR MILITARY:
Andrew Adkins, Bradley Adkins, Matthew Carroll, Brandon Parker, and Lee Welty who
are on military assignment.
**Names are added and taken
off both In Your Prayers and
Remember Our Military lists
on a monthly basis. If you
would like a name re-added,
please call the office to resubmit
the name for another month.
Thank you.
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK:
Anne Broussard
Sept. 1
Ruth Radenberg
Sept. 3
Delania Cabrera
Sept. 4
Mary Harris
Sept. 7
Grant LaMotte
Sept. 8
If you would like your birthday in
the bulletin, please contact the parish office.

CATHEDRAL CONCERT SERIES RETURNS SEPT 24:

DIOCESE CELEBRATES 30TH ANNIVERSARY WITH SPECIAL PRAYER:
Bishop Richard F. Stika is calling on all parishes and schools
to join him in celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Diocese of
Knoxville’s founding, which is Sept. 8. Bishop Stika has commissioned a Prayer of Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary as the diocese celebrates this anniversary on the weekend of Sept. 8-9.
The bishop also plans to enlist parish priests and those presiding at Sept. 8-9 Masses to deliver remarks and petitions to
mark the anniversary. Bishop Stika said the first petitions will
be in thanksgiving for the foundation of our diocese and for all
the founding families from 1988. Other petitions will be in
thanksgiving for the blessings God has provided the diocese in
recent years, such as a growth in vocations, the addition of
new parishes, the growth of the Catholic community in East
Tennessee, and the service of priests, deacons, women and
men religious, and laity.
“The last one is to invoke the Holy Spirit upon all the leadership, myself and all my brother priests, deacons, religious, and
all the lay leadership in parishes for where we go from here.
We’ve had the capital campaign, the new cathedral, bishop’s
appeals dealing with programs important to the diocese like
education and the retreat center,” Bishop Stika said.
“But that last petition is going to invoke the Holy Spirit through
the intercession of the Blessed Mother for the leadership over
this next year,“ he added.
The bishop hopes to lead the diocese to intentional discipleship as a way to reach people of all faiths, including Catholics.

As the Diocese of Knoxville celebrates the 30th year of its inception, the Cathedral of the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the
Diocese of Knoxville Music Commission will be offering a series of concerts beginning with
Grammy/Dove Award winning
Christian music pioneer
John Michael Talbot.
Tickets are available exclusively
at The Paraclete Bookstore.
General admission is $25.00. Group tickets of 4 or more will be
discounted to $20.00 each. Tickets are limited and may be purchased in store or over the phone: (865) 588-0388.

