
 

 

St. Therese 
Catholic Church 

701 S. Charles G. Seivers Blvd.        

Clinton, TN 37716 

Mission Statement 

St. Therese Parish, joined together by the love of Christ,  

desiring to further the understanding of prayer and religious commitment, 

pledge ourselves to continue and improve our mission to Jesus,  

which is loving and serving the Lord and our neighbor. 

Bishop of Knoxville: 
Most Rev. Bishop Richard Stika  
                            
                      Administrator: 

            Father Julius Abuh     

           Office: 865-457-4073          

               Rectory: 865-457-1317 

E-mail:  frjulius@saintthereseclinton.org   

   frjabuh@gmail.com 

Secretary: Virginia Knowles 
Bookkeeper: Regina Sowko 
Church Office: 865-457-4073 
Office Hours: 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. (M-Th.) 
E-mail: office@saintthereseclinton.org 
 
Website: www.saintthereseclinton.org 
Twitter: SThereseClinton 
Facebook: St Therese Catholic Church 
Deadline for bulletin submissions:  
 Wednesday afternoons by 1:30 p.m. 
 

St. Therese Weekly Mass Schedule: 
Saturday: Confessions 4:15-4:45 p.m. 
        Mass 5 p.m.  
Sunday: 11:00  a.m. 
Tuesday :  9 a.m. at St. Joseph, Norris 
Wednesday & Thursday: 9 a.m. 
Friday:  9 a.m. (9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration) 
 
Parish Pastoral Council: 
Stan Bieleski, Chair  
Olivia Kuhens, Secretary 
Maureen McMyler 
John Meersman  
George Paynter 
Sue Thais   
Fr. Julius Abuh (ex-officio) 
 
Finance Board: 
Don McCarthy, Chair  
Dave McCune   
Monica Spurlock  
Fr. Julius Abuh (ex-officio) 
Regina Sowko (ex-officio) 
    
Committee Chairpersons: 
Communications: Olivia Kuhens 
Hospitality: Fran Pisano, Maria Gee 
Music Director: Mary Tuskan (865) 254-8346 
Parish/Family Life: Dials Family 
Parish Plant: Dave McCune 
RCIA: Dave McCune (865) 457-5015 
Religious Ed: Amanda Dials, Julie Keller 
Social Action: Connie Mikeal 
Spiritual Life/Liturgy: Jim Ferguson, Chantal 
Milne 

Fr. Julius’ Desk 

Sacraments 

Baptism: By appoint-
ment. Please call the 
church office at least  
4 weeks prior to desired 
baptism date.    

Matrimony: A four-month  

preparation period in the  

Knoxville Diocese 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays from  

4:15-4:45 p.m. 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
Today we are delighted to celebrate one of the Church’s oldest 

feasts, the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. Epipha-
ny means “Manifestation” of Christ to the Gentiles starting with 
the first fruits of the Magi. As though it were a second Christmas 
Day, this feast acclaims Jesus being made known to all the 
world, or as the Psalmist would put it, “Lord, every nation on 
earth shall adore you” (Ps. 72). As we look around at our diverse 
faces, skin colors, cultural differences, and surnames, we can 
only pause and wonder that only Christ can gather us together at 
re-birth and at death.  
The wise men from the East “saw his star at its rising and have 
come to do him homage,” to submit themselves to Christ and to 
offer Christ gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. What gift can 
we offer the infant Jesus as we discover the gift of His presence 
in our lives? Our Holy Father suggests that when we offer the 
gifts of ourselves – our worship, adoration, praise, and thanksgiv-
ing in Holy Communion – it is to be enveloped by his love.  
While we continue to celebrate the Christmas season, we are 
strongly reminded that we must seek out God’s epiphanies in 
our own lives with whatever means the Lord has provided us. As 
the wise men were led to Jesus through the star, so God can 
manifest Himself to us through events in our various professions 
and occupations. What He requires of us is disposition, willing-
ness, openness and humble readiness. It is not necessary to en-
ter a religious vocation to find God’s presence in our world. In our 
assorted trades – whether as an educator, medical support, sci-
entist, administrator, broker, contractor, factory worker, church 
volunteer, student, gardener, bank teller, football coach, hus-
band, housewife, employed, unemployed, retired – wherever you 
are and whatever you are doing, Salvation is universal, as our 
second reading (Eph. 3:2-3a, 5-6) of today suggests. 
Hence, as we enter this New Year, my prayer is that we work to 
discard any old habits that may be holding us back, preventing 
us from discovering the abiding presence of God in our life. 
In careful examination of the Word of God, with honesty, prayer-
ful perseverance and God’s ongoing grace, may we be gifted 
with the true meaning of the Child Jesus, Emmanuel in our midst. 
Amen. 
Happy Epiphany Sunday! 



 

 

FEASTS OF THE WEEK: 
 

Mon., Jan. 9: The Baptism of 
the Lord 
Tues., Jan. 10: First Week in 
Ordinary Time 
Fri., Jan. 13: St. Hilary 
 
 
 

MINISTRIES SCHEDULE: 

Jan. 14—15, 2017 
 

Extraordinary Ministers 

of Holy Communion: 

Saturday: P. Chase  
  C. Converse  
  M. Haka 
Sunday: J. Chiaro 
  P. Chiaro 
  J. Anderson 
 

Lectors: 

Saturday: M. Gee 
Sunday: G. Paynter 
  J. Paynter 
 

Altar Servers:    

Saturday: TBA 
Sunday: L. Lawrence 
  B. Milne 
 

Ushers: 

Saturday: D. McCarthy 
  J. Ferguson 
Sunday: K. Stewart 
  B. Bonham 
 

Cantor: 

Saturday: T. Ferguson 
Sunday: B. Job  
 

 
Music: 

Saturday: J.  Bentz 
Sunday: M. Tuskan 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 

Wed., Jan. 11: +Archbishop Aa-
ron Lustiger by Leonard Nugent 
Thurs., Jan. 12: William Baker 
by Tom Baker 
Sat., Jan. 14: +Mel Chase by 
Peggy Chase 
Sun., Jan. 8: For the People of 
St. Therese 
 

Please contact the office for Mass in-
tention requests. 

 In the Parish 

        

Offertory 
Collection 
Last Week  

1/1/17 

Offertory 
Collection 
Last Year 

1/2/16 

Offertory  
Collection 

for 
Dec. 16 

Offertory 
Collection 

for 
Nov. 16 

Monthly   
Budget  

Fiscal Year 
2016-17 

$4,892.00 $2,828.00 $12,004.00 $12,267..00 $15,000.00 

     

Nov. 16 Budget +/- Month Loan 
Nov.  2016 

Loan 
Nov.  2015 

$2,134.00 $1,707.00 +427.00 $143,625.51 $157,853.69 

Building Fund / Loan 

Stewardship of Treasures on Weekly Offerings 

FIRST WEEKEND FELLOW-

SHIP: Please make plans to 

join your church family for First 

Weekend Fellowship 

after Mass on Satur-

day, Jan. 7. Current-

ly, no host family has 

signed up for Sun-

day, Jan. 8, so there 

won’t be a First Weekend Fel-

lowship that day unless some-

one volunteers. Please contact 

Fran Pisano by this weekend if 

you are interested. As always, 

parishioners are asked to bring 

a small dish of food or dessert to 

share if possible, but if you are 

unable, please feel free to join us 

anyway! Additionally, we al-

ways need hosts for this month-

ly ministry. A sign-up sheet is 

next to the kitchen to host a 

weekend date. 

COATS NEEDED: The Social 

Action Committee is collecting 

coats for the cold. Sweaters, 

scarves, mittens, and 

hats would be welcome, 

also. They are also col-

lecting gently used 

coats for Karm to dis-

tribute in the local area. This 

drive will continue through Feb-

ruary.  

COME STUDY WITH US: 

Weekly Bible Study will re-

sume Tuesday, Jan. 10. 

  Fr. Julius’ village in 

Nigeria is building a 

much needed hospital. 

The hospital is in need of 

medical equipment. Dr. 

Fran Pisano is helping him 

collect items.  Small items 

may be dropped off at Dr. 

Fran’s office at Oak Ridge 

Pediatric Clinic or at the 

church office. For ques-

tions, please contact Fr. 

Julius at 865-457-1317. 

Register for Kroger  

Community Re-

wards® 

Please register and sup-

port St. Therese Catho-

lic Church at 

krogercommuni-

tyrewards.com and 

select St. Therese or-

ganization #80264. A 

portion of your purchas-

es will be returned to 

St. Therese Parish.  



 

 

Announcements and Information IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

Paul Burkhardt, Ralph Collins, 

Kathleen Edwards, George El-

liott, Barbara Gregory, Mary 

Harris, Cathy Hundley, Cathy 

Long, Vicky McCarthy, Ellen 

Saganich, Ron and Flo 

Schramm, Carol Stanley, Pa-

trice Thompson. 

 

DEATH IN THE FAMILY:  

If you would like St. Therese to 

share in your grief in the event 

of a family member’s death, 

please officially notify Father or 

the parish office. A Mass will be 

offered for the deceased at a 

date convenient to the family. 

 

REMEMBER OUR  

MILITARY:  

Andrew Adkins, Bradley Ad-

kins, Adrian Agbanlog,  

Jesse Baker, Matthew Carroll,  

Jeffery Hatmaker, Jon-Michael 

Hatmaker, Brandon Parker, 

David Trent, and Lee Welty 

who are on military assign-

ment. 

**Names are added and taken 

off both In Your Prayers and 

Remember Our Military lists 

on a monthly basis. If you 

would like a name re-added, 

please call the office to resubmit 

the name for another month. 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 

Jan. 10:  Robert McIntyre 

Jan. 12:  Bennett Dials 

Jan. 12:  Thelma Gudino 

Jan. 13:   Kailynn Hundley 

Jan. 13:   Flo Schramm 

Jan. 14:   Sydney Dials 

Jan. 14:   Maureen McMyler 

Jan. 14:   Catherine Powers 

Call the parish office to add 

your birthday! 

them for their support. 

MINISTRIES IN THE 

CHURCH: How is God call-

ing you to serve him at the 

beginning of the new year? 

With what group or ministry 

do you think God is calling 

you to share your talents in 

your faith community? Please 

call the parish office 9 a.m.-

2:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday 

to become further involved in 

the living and growing spir-

itual life at St. Therese.  

FRIDAY ADORATION:  All 

are welcome each 

Friday to join us for 

9 a.m. Mass fol-

lowed by Adoration 

from 9:30-10:30 

a.m.  

SCRIPTURE PROGRAM: 

This weekly program on 

Thursday nights is open to 

everyone. We 

meet in the par-

ish hall at  

7 p.m. on 

Thursdays. Par-

ticipants will 

read the upcoming Sunday 

readings and then have some 

discussion questions after-

ward. A sign-up sheet is in 

the parish hall. For more in-

formation, contact Pete or 

Jean Chiaro at 865-742-5137 

or 865-314-1214. 

SENIOR MOMENTS: The 

group will be meeting 11:30 

a.m. for lunch at Los Caballe-

ros on Thursday, Jan. 19, 

RSVP by Jan. 13. Please call 

Pandy at 865-659-6926 for 

information or reservations. 

OUR ADVERTISERS:  

Please be sure to turn in the 

sponsors’ coupons that are in 

your bulletin when you pur-

chase at their places of busi-

ness. That is the only way 

they know that their adver-

tisement in our bulletin is be-

ing noticed.  These sponsors 

completely defray all publish-

ing costs with which the 

church would otherwise be 

burdened, and we thank 

REFLECTION: Praying in Times of Doubt 

 “Doubt is a natural part of our lives,  

and if we are honest in prayer, we need to  

share our doubt with God. But we need to  

be open to seeing where God is  

alive in our lives. We become so  

focused on where God isn’t that we  

overlook where God is.” — Anonymous 



 

 

 Catholic Charities of East Tennessee  
This charity has immediate job openings for Director of 
Development (full-time, Knoxville), Development Adminis-
trator (full-time, Knoxville),  
Program Leader at Office of 
Immigrant Services (Knoxville), 
Case Manager and Care Spe-
cialist at Columbus Home  
(full-time, part-time, and on-
call, Knoxville), and Care Specialists at Samaritan Place 
(Knoxville). For more information and requirements, please 
visit the CCETN website at: www.ccetn.org under the 

“Jobs” tab. 

 Mass Celebration With Bishop Stika  
Bishop Stika will celebrate a bilingual Mass in honor of the 
sacrament of matrimony at 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 28. 
Register by Thursday, Jan. 19, if you plan to attend. Cou-
ples will have the opportunity to reaffirm their vows during 
Mass and continue to celebrate with family and friends at a 
luncheon following the Mass. The celebration will take 
place at Our Lady of Lourdes, 858 Louisville Road, Alcoa, 
TN, 37701. For more information, contact Marian Christia-
na at mchristiana@dioknox.org 423-892-2310 or Karen 

Byrne at kbyrne@dioknox.org 865-584-3307. 

 Family Life Pilgrimage 
Looking for something special to do with your family this 
summer? Join Fr. Michael Cummins on a family pilgrimage 
to St. Augustine and Orlando June 7-11, 2017, sponsored 
by the Office of Marriage Preparation and Enrichment. 
Travel with families of “all ages and stages” from around 
the diocese on a pilgrimage of faith, fellowship, beauty, 
and fun! Celebrate Mass and pray at the Shrine of Our La-
dy of La Leche. Enjoy the unique beauty of historic St. Au-
gustine, our nation's oldest city. See the Greek Orthodox 
Shrine of St. Photios and the Cathedral Basilica of St. Au-
gustine. Celebrate Mass at the beautiful Mary Queen of the 
Universe Shrine in Orlando. Enjoy the beach at St. Augus-
tine and the fun that Orlando offers! For more information 
contact Marian Christiana at mchristiana@dioknox.org or 

423-892-2310.  

 Help for the Homeless 
Donations of sleeping bags and sleeping mats are needed 
for the homeless! With the cooler evenings and approach 
of colder weather, please consider the donation of a com-

bination sleeping bag and sleeping mat set (to help insu-
late against the cold ground) for the homeless. Small tents 
are welcome as well. Used (but clean) and new sleeping 
bags/mats are most welcome. Donations will gladly be ac-
cepted at the Chancery for distribution. Please contact 
Paul Simoneau at psimoneau@dioknox.org or 865-584-

3307 with question or donations. 

 Wildfire Fund 
An online giving site has been set up to provide monetary 
assistance to East Tennessee Wildfire Victims. If you wish 
to give, visit https://dioknox.org/ and click the icon in the 
middle of the page. The site will redirect you to the dona-

tion page. 

 Engaged Encounter 
Most people spend months planning and many dollars pre-
paring for their wedding. But how much time and effort do 
we spend preparing for what we hope will 
last 50 or 60 years—our marriage? Catholic 
Engaged Encounter is a weekend to plan 
for a sacramental marriage. It is designed 
to give couples the opportunity to talk pri-
vately, honestly and intensively about their 
prospective lives together in a guided for-
mat. Cost of the weekend is $239 per cou-
ple, which includes a certificate good for a 
$60 discount on the couple’s marriage license in Tennes-
see. To receive a $60.00 discount, you must attend a mar-
riage preparation weekend within 1 year of purchasing the 
license. Contact local coordinators if interested or for more 
information. They are Tom and Maggie Slankas 
at ceeknoxville@gmail.com or 865-483-7896. Registration 
couple is Jason & Carmen Jeansoone at ceeknox-
ville@yahoo.com or 865-377-3077.  For more information 
visit  http://www.rc.net/knoxville/cee/ index.html. The next 
Engaged Encounter weekends for 2017 are Feb. 10-12, 
April 21-23, July 21-23, and Oct. 27-29. All weekends are 

held at the Holiday Inn Express in Lenoir City, Tenn. 

 A Call to Discipleship 
Join former WATE-TV sports director Jim Wogan, Bishop 
Richard F. Stika, and their guests for lively discussions on 
issues and events in the Catholic Church in East Tennes-
see. A Call to Discipleship airs on a number of cable televi-
sion outlets in East Tennessee on Tuesdays at 3 p.m. To 
watch recent and past episodes visit  https://dioknox. or-

g/a-call-to-discipleship/. 

http://www.engagedencounter.org/
http://www.engagedencounter.org/
mailto:ceeknoxville@gmail.com
mailto:ceeknoxville@yahoo.com
mailto:ceeknoxville@yahoo.com
http://www.rc.net/knoxville/cee/index.html

