
 

 

ST. Therese Catholic Church                                                                               
701 S. Charles G. Seivers Blvd.                                                                                                                            

Clinton, Tennessee 37716                                                                                                                                         

 Brothers and Sisters in Christ, as I watched the last Olympic games in 

London, I sat in my chair with admiration for these athletes. As I listen to the 

various interviews after winning a medal, I discovered all of them have one thing 

in common:  a rigorous set of rules.  Being the best in any field requires that you 

sacrifice many things, set aside your pleasures and focus on what you value over 

and above a whole range of other things.  I simply said “it’s a great joy being a 

gold medalist at the same time a great sacrifice to reach that stage.” 

 Those of us who fail to follow the rules, who give ourselves license to do 

whatever makes us feel good, will end up being held as slaves to our own feelings. 

Our urges, feelings, and drives can hold us in unyielding bondage and slavery, 

slaves to our own selves. In biblical language that slavery is called hell. We end up 

living in hellish self-condemnation, damning ourselves mercilessly for what we 

could have done but did not do, for what we could have had but now do not have.  

 From the Book of Deuteronomy we see how the ancient Israelites cher-

ished and revered the Law of God, the Torah. Orthodox Jews and some Jews of 

our day still possess that reverence. They realize that those who, with humility 

and perseverance, hold themselves to the laws and regulations handed down to 

them from the Torah will be given the strength and power to pass through life 

free of this world's seductions, distractions, and diversions… and so find their 

way to God.  

 Over the years religious Jews rejoiced in the Law of God. By their ob-

servance of God's Law they witnessed to the saving God who cares for them and 

loves them… so much that He gave them the Law. The problem is that, as with so 

many things, we easily slip into a mere external observance of the laws, rules, and 

disciplines that can guide us. What happens to an athlete who fails to keep his or 

her training discipline? Or a musician who fails to practice?  Let us try to equate 

our Christian lives with those of these heroes.  

 One of the chief problems Jesus faced was that many of the people 

around Him, and particularly the religious leaders, were not truly and sincerely 

religious. They were merely externally complying with their religious rules and 

laws. They were hypocrites, frauds, and phonies. They saw only the external let-

ter of the law and lost the vision of its inner spirit. Not only that but they were 

imposing their phoniness onto the people whom God had sent them to serve.  

Thus we find Jesus in the gospel admonishing the religious leaders around Him:  

Well did Isaiah prophesy about you hypocrites, as it is written: “This people hon-

ors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me, in vain do they worship 

me.” 

 Brothers and Sisters let us not follow those who are fond of saying that 

Jesus tolerated everything they did. As we've just heard, that is simply not true. 

God's laws are His gifts to us. They protect us from ourselves. They give us free-

dom and lead us to our dreams of being true sons and daughters of God.  Amen. 

 Office Hours          

9 A.M.—1:30P.M.            

Mon—Thurs                      

9A.M.-12 N  Fri 

Mission Statement                                                                                                                                                  

St. Therese Parish joined together by the love of Christ, desiring to further the understanding of 

prayer and religious commitment, pledge ourselves to continue and improve our mission to Jesus, 

which is loving and serving the Lord and our neighbor 

Bishop of Knoxville: 

Most Reverend Bishop Richard Stika 

  

Parochial Administrator:  

Father Julius Abuh  -   Rectory 865-457-1317  

 

Pastoral Associate:  

Sister Yvette Gillen      865-207-7070  

                         

Secretary :   Karen Baird                                                                                                               

St. Therese Church Office:  865-457-4073 

Weekly Mass Schedule:                                        

Sat. Confessions 4:45 –5:15 P.M  Mass 5:30 P.M.                                                                             

Sun. Mass    10:15 A.M. 

Tues. Mass    6:30 P.M. 

Wed. Mass     9:00 A.M.                                          

Thurs. Mass  9:00 A.M.   Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament after Mass until 12 noon. 

Fri. Mass        9:00 A.M. 

Pastoral Council 

Chairperson:         

Becky Hatmaker  

Vice Chairperson:    

Cathy Owens       

Council Secretary:     

Peg Chase              

Jerry Brown                   

Linda McCune                   

Henry Bentz                         

Fr. Julius Abuh      

(ex-officio)                           

Sr. Yvette (ex-officio)              

Finance Board   

Chairpersons:                        

Don McCarthy                  

Becky Hatmaker       

Dave McCune      

Monica Spurlock                     

Fr. Julius Abuh          

(ex-officio)                    

Sr. Yvette Gillen             

( ex-officio)                 

Karen Baird                

(ex-officio) 

Committee           

Chair persons                        

Liturgy:                  

Sister Yvette      

Parish/Family 

Life: Thais Family          

Parish Plant :      

Fred Jackson           

Religious Ed:       

Sister Yvette              

Social Action:        

Connie Mikeal        

Spiritual Life:         

Peg Chase            

Building:                       

Joyce Klee              

Hospitality:        

Parish website :                    

www.saintthereseclinton.org                                

Parish Facebook: Sainttherese Clinton 

 

Sacraments                   
Reconciliation: Saturday  4:45–        

5:15 P.M.  or by appointment                                

Baptism: By  appointment. Please call 

the church office at least 4 weeks prior to 

desired baptism date.           

Matrimony:  A four month preparation        

period in the Knoxville Diocese 

Office Will be CLOSED 

Monday, Sept. 3rd 



 

 

St Therese Operating Budget Fiscal Year (July 2012-June 2013) 

 
  

Weekly Operating 

Budget 

 

Collections  

Received Last Week 

$1,980 

Budget Excess/(Deficit) 

 

 

Yearly Operating 

Budget 

 

Collections Received 

Year to  Date 

$20,261 

Budget Excess/(Deficit) 

Year to Date 

 

Building Fund Received Last Week 

$25 

Year to Date 

$4457 

Ministries Sept. 8 & 9         
Lector                                             

Sat.   G. Krebs                     

Sun. M. McMyler                       

Servers                                                      

Sat.   H. Bentz, J. Carter, 

JD Carter   

Sun.   A. Govelitz, M. Govelitz, 

C. Lockard 

Eucharist                                                 

Sat.  J. Borne, A. Brown, 

K. Burns                                                                                                                             

Sun. C. Hundley, B. Stephens, 

L. McCune                                                                                                                                                                

Ushers                                                        

Sat. J. Ferguson, D. McCarthy                                               

Sun. B. Bonham, F. Zelenka                                              

Cantor                                                         

Sat. T. Ferguson                                                  

Sun. C. Yurek                                      

Music                                                             

Sat.  J. Bentz                                                                   

Sun. L. Wyman 
If you are unable to minister on the as-

signed date please find your own replace-

ment. 

Please mark your calendars for the following important dates: 
Saint Joseph School Golf Tournament, Friday, October 12th at 
Three Ridges Golf Course. SJS Fall Festival, Saturday,        
October 13th on the Saint Albert the Great Parish Grounds. 

Choices Resource Center annual WALK FOR LIFE, Saturday,      
September 22nd. You can register or sponsor a walker ONLINE at 
www.crcwalkforlife.org.  We can handle billing on all pledges over 
$10.  Pledges of $200 earns you a free T-shirt! For more information 
contact Debbie @ CRC #483-0092 or Connie Mikeal @ #457-1934. 

 

Please remember St. Therese in your will. 

Mass Intentions  

Sat. 9/1 thru Sun. 9/9 

 

Sat. 9/1 

+William McCarthy 

By Knights of Columbus 

 

Sun. 9/2 

*People of St. Therese 

 

Wed. 9/5 

+Bishop Sixtus Mazoldi 

By Leonard Nugent 

 

Fri. 9/7 

+Julie Mercer 

By Leonard Nugent 

 

Sat. 9/8 

*People of St. Therese 

 

Sun. 9/9 

+Paul Mikeal 

By Karen & Dan Wilken 

  Bereavement Committee Needs Volunteers                                                
The Bereavement Committee is looking for volunteers to help 
prepare, serve and clean up after the luncheon on the day of 

funerals. If you can help with any of these, Please contact the 
church ministry. It is very helpful for the families on their day 

St. Therese will be hosting a Virtus Training program on                         

September 19th at 7:00 P.M. in the parish hall.                                                              

You must register online @www.virtus.org to attend this 

seminar.  Please see Sister if you need help to register. 

CCW Benefit Dinner for Leukemia and Lymphoma  at St. Joseph 

September 7th  5:00 P.M.—6:30P.M. in the Parish Hall.  $10/Adults or $30/Family will 
sponsor Stephanie Butler, parishioner, who will run a half-Marathon.  Tickets will be 
sold in front of the Norris Post Office on Saturday. 

If you are unable to attend the benefit dinner, you can join Stephanie in this fight to 
cure these cancers and to end financial hardship to those diagnosed with Leukemia and 
Lymphoma by generously donating to http://pages.teamintraining.org/tn/partyhal12/
sbutlerawc.  All donations are tax deductible. 



 

 

Please remember in your prayers: Kristin Schramm, Louise Kendra, Rocky May, Helen Beckner,       

Patrice Thompson, Katie York, Lydia Hatmaker, Louise Poly, LaDonna Koenig, Heather Phillips, Sandy 

Boles, Miranda Lawrence, Barbara Bieleski,  

Jessica Parker,  Ron Spurlock, Travis and Tyler Ervin, David Trent, Lee Welty, Jesse Baker,  Bradley Adkins, 

Andrew Adkins , Tyler Buss, and Adrian Agbanlog who are on military assignment, and for all the other men 

and women currently serving in the military.      

Celebrations this Week 

 Birthdays  
Alley Paoletto 9/1                                 

Ruth Radenberg 9/3                            

Mary Harris 9/7 

Jim Ferguson 9/9 

Bill Stephens 9/9 

Emily Thais 9/9 

 

 If you do not see your special date 
above you might need to update your 

parish registration. 

This Week at St. Therese  

 

Tues.   9/11  6:30 P.M. Mass   

Wed.   9/12   9:00 A.M. Mass   

Thurs. 9/13  9:00 A.M. Mass      

Adoration of the Blessed     

Sacrament after Mass            

Fri.   9/14    9:00 A.M. Mass 

Sat.  9/15    5:30 P.M. Mass 

Sun. 9/16  10:15 A.M. Mass  

Knights Of Columbus 

Next Meeting:  

Tues. Sept. 18  

********** 

St. Therese 
Women’s Group  

The St. Therese Women’s 

Group will meet  the 2nd 

Monday of each month@ 

6:30 P.M. 

Next Meeting  is Monday 

September 10th—Potluck  

 

Come One Come All! 

Bible Study Next class:            

Tues. Sept. 18 @ 10A.M.                             

Revelations 

Preschool –High School                      

Religious Ed. Registration  

Register after Mass 

Senior Moments  

Sept. 7—No meeting re: Labor Day  

Sept. 21st LUNCHEON at Gondolier 

116 Tanner Place, Clinton 11AM—

2PM “Dutch Treat” Call Pandy Blihar 

at #659-6926 or Martha Beukema at 

#494-8530 for  reservations. 

Oct. 5—”Bingo” 10AM-12Noon @ St. 

Therese, Clinton 

High School                          

Activities  

Diocesan Youth 
Mass & Evening                  

Extragavaganza 

Saturday 

September 8 

4-9 P.M.                      
@                                             

Sacred Heart 
Cathederal 

See Joelle Duncan 
or Kathy Burns for 
details. 

Remember our parishioners who are 

in the hospitals & nursing homes: 

Louise Kendra is at Brakebill Nurs-

ing Home in Knoxville                                                      

Eleanor Lux &  Mary Alice               

Eisenhauer are at Morning Pointe                                                                                               

Louise Poly  is in Mabel Rose Estates 

in Papillion, NE                                       

Joan Nelson  is at Five Star Resi-

dence of Hollywood in Hollywood, FL. 

Call the church office for these      

addresses. 

Food City and Kroger gift 

cards are available after 

Mass and in the church 

office. St. Therese receives 

5% of every card 

purchased. 

Finance Board Meeting 

Tues. 9/11 @ 6:00 P.M. 

Pastoral Council Mass 

Tues. 9/11 @ 7:00 P.M. 



 

 

Marriage Preparation & Enrichment Office                                                                                                      

Annulment seminar, An overview of the annulment pro-

cess, Sunday, September 30, 2:30 -4:30 p.m. Sacred Heart 

Cathedral, Shea Room, Presented by Rev. James David 

Carter, Simultaneous translation in Spanish is available, 

Questions? Marian Christiana, Coordinator of Marriage 

Preparation & Enrichment, (423) 892-2310 or mchristia-

na@dioknox.org 

There is a “ Beginning Experience weekend” coming up 

on October 5-7, 2012. The weekend is for anyone whose 

marriage has ended through death, separation or divorce. It 

is designed to be a time of closure on the past and to renew 

hope for the future. Location: Alex Haley Farm in Clinton. 

Cost: $150 before September 1.   Financial aid is available. 

Contact  the parish office or Marian Christina 

@mchristiana@dioknox.org 

WALK FOR LIFE!  Choices Resource Center invites 

you to walk with the body of Christ for young mothers and 

their unborn babies. There are lots of ways to spend Satur-

day morning . . . sleeping in, going out to breakfast, or get-

ting a head start on that fall yard work.  If you are looking 

for an opportunity for the whole family to have fun and 

make a difference in many lives, join us Saturday, Septem-

ber 22nd at 9:00 A.M.  It will only take about an hour out 

of your day.  For more information contact Connie Mikeal 

at #457-1934.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2012 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Well did Isaiah prophesy about you hypocrites.”  

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

When the Pharisees questioned Jesus about why He 

and his disciples did not follow tradition about diet and 

washing, He called them hypocrites and quoted Isaiah, 

“This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts 

are far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching as 

doctrines human precepts.”  It was a stinging rebuke of 

the religious leaders of His day who claimed superior 

knowledge of God and imposed requirements on the 

People of God that caused them to fear God more than 

love Him.  Jesus challenged the Pharisees to be better 

stewards of their influence with the people to help them 

grow in their relationship with God.  We live in an age 

of incredible access to Scripture and the teaching of our 

Church that can help us learn about the greatness of 

our God and His unconditional love for us.  Do we honor 

God with our lips, but keep our hearts far from Him?  If 

we fail to take advantage of all that is available to help 

us learn what God truly expects of us, do we risk hear-

ing Jesus say to us, You hypocrites! 

******************************************                       

Diocesan Youth Mass & Evening Extravaganza 2012                             

Bishop Richard Stika presiding                                                         

Recognition Awards & Commissioning of Diocesan 

Youth Ministry Advisory Board (DYMAC)                                                                      

WHAT?   Mass (collection will be taken for Catholic 

Charities), award presentation, commissioning of  

DYMAC, dinner, card playing area, photo both, DJ 

dance, dunk tank, air inflatables, field sports, commem-

orative t-shirt and more.  WHO?   9th – 12th grade stu-

dents, WHEN? Saturday, September 8, from 4:00 p.m. 

– 9:00 p.m. WHERE? Sacred Heart Cathedral, COST? 

$20.00 or $30.00 at the door, HOW? Contact your Par-

ish Youth Coordinator for forms or go to dioknox.org. 

Deacon Dan must receive registration by morning of 

Monday, September 3 to guarantee t-shirt CONTACT? 

Deacon Dan Hosford at djh2@comcast.net or (865) 603

-9682. Ticketed “coat check” room available at youth 

center for personal items. 

 

IN REGARDS TO THE DEFERRED action for 

childhood arrivals policy (EFFECTIVE AU-

GUST 15, 2012), THE ONLY non profit agency 

AUTHORIZED BY THE BIA (Board of Immi-

gration Appeals, branch of Department of Jus-

tice) for our Diocese, is the Office of Immigrant 

Services of Catholic Charities with offices in 

Knoxville, Chattanooga and Johnson City. For 

more information, contact Nathaly Perez.                                                                                      

¶ Deferred action for childhood arrivals is a poli-

cy change that will allow young undocumented 

immigrants who where brought here as minors to 

apply for deferred action and a work permit.  

http://dioknox.org/offices-ministries/youth-young-adult-ministry/youth-ministry/youth-mass-evening-extravaganza/
mailto:djh2@comcast.net

